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SYNTHETIC CANNABINOIDS 
Statement 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [9.53 pm]: Unfortunately, I 
also have to make some comments about this issue of synthetic cannabinoids. In May 2012 the commonwealth 
legislation referred to as the “Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Medicines and Poisons” identified as 
illegal eight groups of synthetic cannabinoids and another group, which includes everything else and sits within a 
catch-all phrase of synthetic cannabimimetics. Our Poisons Act automatically picks up all eight groups of 
synthetic cannabinoids and this catch-all phrase in legislation, which essentially makes all synthetic cannabis in 
Western Australia illegal. All synthetic cannabinoids in Western Australia are illegal. The difficulty is that the 
police must prove that the substance in any one of these packets contains synthetic cannabinoids, not necessarily 
a new stimulant or a hallucinogen. It has to be a synthetic cannabinoid. They must prove that and verify that it 
has the psychoactive effects of synthetic cannabis. The effects have to be seen to be the same as those of 
cannabis; that is where the difficulty lies.  
The product is illegal. All synthetic cannabis in Western Australia or anywhere in Australia is illegal on the basis 
of the rules that we have adopted in our Poisons Act from the commonwealth “Standard for the Uniform 
Scheduling of Medicines and Poisons”, which was undertaken in May 2012. We try to make it easier for the 
police by recognising the substances more easily. We introduced our first 22 banned substances before the 
commonwealth did this scheduling. Subsequently, we are again in the process of making it easier for the police 
by naming the 33 additional synthetic cannabinoids, which are already illegal, in our Poisons Act. That will 
make it easier for the police to seize the substances and to get a conviction. The problem now is whether the 
substances are synthetic cannabinoids or whether they are synthetic stimulants or hallucinogens. The issue is that 
this marketing of synthetic substances is broadening from synthetic cannabinoids. Consequently, as has been 
talked about in the media recently, new legislation is already on the drawing board. We have decided to develop 
legislation that will make illegal anything that has a psychoactive effect that is not approved for therapeutic use. 
When that legislation comes in, it will make it even easier for the police to do the work that it has to do to stamp 
this out. 
For the information of members, the simple possession of a synthetic cannabinoid carries the penalty of a 
$2 000 fine or a two-year jail term. Possession with the intent to sell or supply has a fine of up to $100 000 or 
25 years of jail or a combination of both. That is already the case. People who are selling synthetic cannabinoids 
are running a great risk not only through what they are doing to people who are taking these substances. They are 
running a great risk of having a substantial fine and a jail sentence. Selling to people who are under 18 years of 
age has even greater consequences. There are three outcomes—imprisonment, a conditional suspended sentence 
or a suspended sentence. If someone is caught selling these synthetic cannabinoids a second time, it is a 
mandatory sentence. Harsh penalties are in place. Let nobody be mistaken: these substances are already illegal, 
but, unfortunately, there is some difficulty with the police having to seize the subject, get it analysed and have 
somebody else separately verify the effects of it. Of course, the other difficulty is that, as we have now been 
focusing on synthetic cannabinoids, people have started to turn their attention to synthetic stimulants and 
synthetic hallucinogens. 
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